
2.19.1   LUNCH CHARGE

  

Child Nutrition Services is an entirely self-supporting entity that has as its goal to provide
nutritious meals to every student on every day at the lowest possible cost. Due to reporting
requirements, the Child Nutrition Program cannot permit excessive and reoccurring charges of
meals. Customers may, however, pay for meals in advance or borrow money provided by the
school principal. The student will be responsible for repaying the money to the school principal.
Further, Federal policy prohibits the withholding of meals from a child as a form of discipline.

  

  

•· Students in Grades K-5 will be allowed to charge meals when they do not bring lunch money
to school.

  

  

•· No elementary school student will be deprived a meal nor served a differentiated meal (i.e.
peanut butter/jelly or cheese sandwich) due to forgotten or lost meal money.

  

  

•· Students in Grades 6-12 will not be allowed to charge meals at any time. Students in Grades
6-8 will be given a twenty (20) day grace period at the beginning of the school year before
charging is disallowed.
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•· Any student owing money will not be allowed to purchase supplemental items (such as pizza,
cookies, chips, crackers, drinks other than milk) until all charges have been paid in full.

  

  

For Grades K-5, in which charging is allowed:

  

  

•· The school principal will be responsible for maintaining a fund of money to loan to students
without meal money. This pool of money may be established from school or PTO funds, or
from funds borrowed from the Child Nutrition Program. Borrowed money
from Child Nutrition must be repaid at the end of the school year.
The principal is responsible for collecting money that has been loaned to students.
Students will be responsible for repaying all loaned money to the principal or his/her designee
within the timeframe set by the principal.

  

  

•· If a student is without meal money on more than five occasions, the principal is encouraged to
investigate the situation more closely, including contacting the parent/guardian to bring money
to the school and/or encouraging the parent/guardian to apply for free or reduced price meals.

  

  

•· As all school cafeterias possess computerized point of sale/cash register systems, it is
recommended that parents be informed by the school that meals can be paid for in advance
and maintained in their child's account so as to minimize the possibility that the child may be
without meal money on any given day. The computerized system will maintain a record of all
monies deposited and spent for each child. A copy of
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this report will be available to parents upon request.
School and Child Nutrition staff will work closely together to limit charges, to keep parents
informed of charges owed, and to collect payment on outstanding charges.

  

  

  

The Child Nutrition Program of Lexington City Schools is dedicated to meeting the needs of all
students. The Child Nutrition staff will gladly assist schools in designing the most appropriate
procedures for adhering to this policy upon request.

  

  

Approved August 2008
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